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8 March 2016

New report outlines ambition for the future of education and training for patient safety

A new report setting out the future of education and training for patient safety in the NHS over the next 10 years is being launched at an event in London today.

Produced by the Commission on Education and Training for Patient Safety and supported by Imperial College the report sets out ambitions, the case for change, what is working well including case studies and where improvements need to be made to make the greatest difference to patient safety both now and in the future.

The commission was set up by Health Education England (HEE) to focus on how education and training interventions can actively improve patient safety.  Their report makes a number of recommendations to Health Education England (HEE) and the wider system.

Chaired by Professor Sir Norman Williams, a former president of the Royal College of Surgeons and vice-chaired by Sir Keith Pearson, Chair of Health Education England. The Commission gathered evidence through focus groups, interviews, regional visits and online surveys; from patients and their families, carers, students and trainees, frontline staff and executives, as well as sought the views of international experts and national organisations. 



Professor Wendy Reid, Director of Education and Quality at Health Education England said:

“We welcome this report and thank the Commission for their work. The system needs to learn from errors and embrace transparency. Patients should be at the centre of care, we need to actively involve patients, carers and families in how we raise patient safety standards.”

“This report is different from previous reports on patient safety published because for the first time, the focus is on how education and training interventions can actively improve patient safety. “

Key report recommendations include:

· HEE to work with partner organisations to facilitate the development of an evaluation framework to ensure that all education and training for patient safety commissioned in future, is effectively evaluated using robust models.

· HEE and the relevant regulators of education to ensure that future education and training emphasises the important role of patients, family members and carers in preventing safety incidents and improving patient safety.

· A review of mandatory training requirement and the delivery of Continuing Professional Development (CPD) related to patient safety.

·  HEE to help create a culture of openness and transparency by reviewing existing training packages to ensure they support the duty of candour regulations. 

For more information go to www.hee.nhs.uk/the-commission-on-education-and-training-for-patient-safety  
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Editor’s notes
For further information contact HEEPressoffice@nhs.net
Notes for editors: 
· An estimated one in 10 patients admitted to NHS hospitals will experience some kind of patient safety incident and around half of all incidents are thought to be avoidable.
HEE was established on 28 June 2012, working as a shadow Special Health Authority from 1 October 2012. It took on its full operational responsibilities from1 April 2013. It has five national functions:
· providing national leadership on planning and developing the healthcare and public health workforce;
· promoting high quality education and training that is responsive to the changing needs of patients and local communities, including responsibility for ensuring the effective delivery of important national functions such as medical trainee recruitment;
· ensuring security of supply of the health and public health workforce;
· appointing and supporting the development of LETBs; and
· allocating and accounting for NHS education and training resources and the outcomes achieved.
For more information on HEE visit our website – www.hee.nhs.uk or follow us on Twitter- @nhs_healthedeng or Facebook- www.facebook.com/nhshee
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