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Speaker Biographies

Sharon Poll

Specialist Practitioner/Senior Nurse, Liverpool CCG
Sharon is a General Practice Nurse working in the inner city area of Toxteth in Liverpool and has worked as a Practice Nurse since 2004. Her expertise is in chronic disease management having worked as a CDM lead across 10 provider led General Practices from 2009 – 2012. 

During this time Sharon led an innovative approach to the development, implementation and evaluation of high quality chronic disease management to influence care delivery and quality with proven health outcomes.
More recently Sharon worked as the Clinical Facilitator Lead for Integrated Care and the Health Technology (Telehealth) Service, developing and implementing the roll out of both services across Liverpool.

Sharon currently works 3 sessions per week for Liverpool Clinical Commissioning Group supporting the development and implementation of a Nurses in General Practice Educational Framework and also as a Clinical Nurse supporting the implementation of life enhancing technologies in primary care as part of the Mi (More Independent) initiative.

Sharon also has significant experience of working in secondary care, having worked as a senior Nurse in Accident and Emergency services and also as a Resuscitation Training Officer. 
Lin Linford

Assistant Practitioner, Liverpool Community Health NHS Trust
Lin is an Assistant Practitioner and is employed by Liverpool Community Health (LCH) NHS Trust and has worked in the Practice Nurse Development Team since 2007. Her role is to provide clinical support to Liverpool Clinical Commissioning Group General Practices across the city of Liverpool. 

Between 2009 – 2012, Lin was seconded to the Chronic Disease Management team to develop the Assistant Practitioner role in General Practice.

Lin worked as a Health Care Assistant for LCH as part of the Out of Hours District Nursing teams for nearly a decade until joining General Practice in 1998.

Lin was given the opportunity to become an Assistant Practitioner in 2005 and is an active ambassador for the role, championing it at every opportunity.    

Dr Deborah Atkinson

Director of Nursing, Mastercall Healthcare

Dr Deborah Atkinson is the Director of Nursing at Mastercall Healthcare and has been in post for 18 months, having previously been head of nursing.  Whilst in post, Deborah has contributed to the successful award of a number of contracts which have helped Mastercall diversify its portfolio and has developed the role of nurses in out of hospital care. She is an advanced nurse practitioner with a clinical Masters degree and is an independent nurse prescriber. Deborah’s career started in the Royal Air Force. After five years in service she joined the NHS and practiced in renal medicine, dialysis and renal transplantation for a further twelve years. It was during this time that the opportunity arose to undertake the clinical Masters degree with the University of Liverpool. Following completion of advanced practice training, Deborah spent 8 years working as a consultant nurse in acute medicine. During this time, she developed her interest in patient safety and introduced a number of safety measures. These included the development and roll out of an early warning score tool, an outpatient DVT service and VTE risk assessment tool for acute admissions to hospital. The latter resulted in the Clinical leaders NW Quality award 2010 and there has since been a national CQIN for VTE risk assessment introduced. Deborah recently completed her professional Doctorate (DProf) at the University of Salford which focussed on the observation and assessment of the acutely ill patient, demonstrating again her commitment to improving patient outcomes. 

Karen Robinson

Advanced Nurse Practitioner, Bolton Community Practice C.I.C

Karen qualified as a Registered Nurse in 1987 at the Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast.
She worked as a Staff Nurse/ Ward Sister in Vascular Surgery during which time she also became oncology trained.  

In 1997, she moved to Bolton where she worked as a community staff nurse and gained qualifications in tissue viability and wound management.   She completed her BSc (Honours) in Health and Social Studies for Community Specialist Practitioner in District Nursing and worked as a District Nursing Sister for five years, 2000- 2005.  

Karen then worked as a trainee Advanced Practitioner for the Primary Care Trust in General Practice in 2005, gaining her qualification as a non-medical prescriber.  She qualified as Advanced Practitioner in 2007 and continued to work in General Practice for Bolton PCT until 2010.

Karen developed the Service for Advanced Practitioners within Nursing Homes and was winner of the Diamond Award in 2008 for Personalised Care in Bolton.

In 2010, she moved to the Wrightington, Wigan & Leigh Trust, developing her knowledge and skills as a practitioner in Emergency Care.

Since April 2014, Karen has been working back in Bolton as Advanced Practitioner/Nursing Team Leader in General Practice.

Dr Tony Dystart
GP, Bolton Community Practice C.I.C

Dr Tony Dysart has been a GP for 7 years after qualifying as a doctor in 2003.  

His key interests are in medical student training, palliative care and developing Primary Care services.

Tony also works part time as Clinical Advisor for the Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman.

Prior to training as a doctor, Tony trained and worked for a numbers of years as a general nurse.

Dr Jonathan Berry
Primary Care Clinical Champion, Greater Manchester Primary Care Transformation Team
Jonathan was a GP for 31 years in Trafford, retiring from clinical practice in late 2014. He was managing partner for 26 years, and senior partner for the last 10 years. Throughout his career he has also undertaken various senior strategic roles within the health economy and wider. 

He lead the successful first wave PCT bid for Trafford South having previously been a Non-Executive Director of various Health Boards. Latterly he has been very involved in the Healthier Together programme of reform for healthcare across the wider conurbation, and as Primary Care Clinical Champion with the Greater Manchester Primary Care Transformation Team.

Jonathan is a Non-Executive of the Medical and Dental Defence Union of Scotland and runs his own Health Consultancy.
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